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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  District Superintendents 

  District Transportation Supervisors 

  School Business Officials 

  Area and County Supervisors 

 

FROM: Donald N. Tudor, CDPT 

 Director, Office of Transportation 

 

DATE:  August 17, 2007 

 

RE:  Review of Bill 3161, Act 79 of Session 117 (2007-2008) 

 

During the last legislative session the General Assembly adopted extensive new school bus 

legislation. The new language adds several new school transportation safety requirements 

and opens the door to expanded state funding of student transportation services; much of 

this expansion is services that districts are already being required to fund to address safety 

concerns or parental demands.  

 

This law took effect when adopted by the General Assembly; however, there are new 

requirements that will demand a few months of transition before the State Department of 

Education (SDE) can adopt procedures and/or provide training, or the State Board of 

Education can adopt policy to allow for full implementation.   

 

Because of one of those requirements (§59-67-108 (A)(2)) the SDE has created a special 

committee to design the criteria for a new School Bus Driver’s Certificate program to include 

A, B, and C level certificates. The membership of the committee is composed of district 

representatives, Department of Motor Vehicles, State Transport Police, Department of Public 

Safety, independent schools, and the SDE. The Committee recommendations will be 

presented to the State Board of Education for adoption. The State Board of Education should 

receive and review these recommendations at the September 2007 Board meeting. The 

committee will ask the State Board to consider the recommendations and adopt the new 

certification program in November 2007. Depending on the committee recommendations 

and State Board action regulation promulgation may be necessary. Until this new 

certification program is developed, all school bus drivers working for a district or other 

public school must have the existing School Bus Driver’s Certificate. 

 

Each section of Act 79 is presented below with a brief explanation of the objective and 

impact of the section or subsection, and the anticipated required date for full compliance.  

 

To foster the best explanation of each issue, some statute sections are subdivided to allow 

each change to be presented and explained. Please note that the statute sections are not 

discussed in the order they appear in Act 79, but rather in the order they appear in the 

South Carolina Code of Laws.



 
Section Objective Statute’s Language Impact Compliance 

Effective Date 

59-67-100 Amended to focus on 
sufficient seating space 
for all students and 
keeping all parts of the 
student’s body inside 
the bus while the bus is 

in motion. 

(first paragraph)Sufficient seating space must 
be provided so far as practicable for each 
passenger transported inside each school bus, 
an aisle in the school bus must not be less 
than twelve inches in width and all seats  must 
be securely fastened to the floor or body of 

the vehicle.  All students must be within the 
body of the bus at all times while the bus is in 
motion.  Students are not permitted any place 
outside the bus and may not ride with heads 
or arms protruding through open windows. 

These changes were mostly made to the 
wording of the statute and did not set forth 
new requirements. 

Took effect on 
the approval of 
the legislation. 

59-67-100 Amended to focus on 

sufficient seating space 
for all students. 

The number of students assigned to a school 

bus must not be greater than the 
manufacturer certified seating capacity, and 
all passengers transported must have 
adequate seating area to comply with the 
occupant protection performance standards 
required in the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards.  Provided, however, that a limited 

number of standees excess passengers on 
regular routes may be permitted until the bus 
routes can be adjusted to accommodate the 
overload but not to exceed twenty school 

days. 

The amendment is designed to assure that 

every student riding a school bus is 
provided adequate seating space to fully 
benefit from the occupant protection safety 
features of the school bus. Please note that 
adequate seating space is a requirement for 
any school bus trip regardless of the trip 
purpose; adequate seating for activity trips 

is covered by this statute. However, this 
statute was not intended to create an 
unsafe condition for any student; therefore, 
if a bus driver is faced with a situation to 

choose between leaving a student at a bus 
stop or loading the bus beyond its capacity, 

the driver should allow the student to load 
the bus. A student is far safer inside an 
overloaded school bus than left standing on 
the side of the road. When overloading 
occurs the district must take immediate 
action to assure that it does not reoccur. 

Took effect on 

the approval of 
the legislation. 

59-67-105  new statute, has a subsection (A) and 
subsection (B) 

  
 
 

59-67-105 

(A)  

 Establishes a maximum 

90-minute ride time for 

most students. 

A student may not ride continuously on a 

state-owned school bus for more than ninety 

minutes. With the approval of the Department 
of Education, the ninety-minute maximum ride 
time may be exceeded when the area’s 
geography requires longer than average 
highway travel because of a circuitous or 
meandering road network, extremely low 
population density, or waterway barriers.  The 

ninety-minute maximum ride time may be 

 The statute is intended to place a 90-

minute maximum continuous time that a 

student can be required to ride a school 
bus. The SDE believes that there may be as 
many as 400 school bus routes statewide 
that have one or more students riding 
longer than 90 minutes. The statute 
requires that school bus routing schedules 
be designed to eliminate ride times in 

excess of 90 minutes with the start of this 

 Took effect on 

the approval of 

the legislation. 



 
Section Objective Statute’s Language Impact Compliance 

Effective Date 

exceeded when attendance zones are 
multidistrict or countywide. 

new 2007-2008 school year. The statute 
allows this limit to be exceeded, with the 
approval of the SDE, where school bus 
routing is impacted by circuitous or 
meandering roadways, extremely low 
population density, or waterway barriers. 

The SDE is to determine if ride times above 
90 minutes are justified. The district should 
request a ride-time waiver as part of the 
district’s annual route plan submittal. The 
90-minute ride time can be exceeded, 

without the approval of the SDE, in cases 
where the school bus route serves an 

attendance zone that covers multi-districts 
or a zone that covers an entire county. All 
regular routes and routes designed to serve 
students with disabilities are covered by this 
law. 

59-67-105 

(B) 

Requires all buses to be 

routed in the most 
efficient manner. 

The Department of Education annually shall 

assure that state-owned school buses are 
routed in the most efficient manner…… 

This new law requires that districts operate 

state-funded school transportation service 
in the most efficient manner possible and 
requires that the SDE shall assure 
compliance. The SDE will make this 

assurance while reviewing each district’s 
annual route plan or other route reviews; 

the SDE will work with a district to make 
route changes necessary to assure 
compliance with this efficiency requirement. 
The district shall bear the financial 
responsibility for the operation of inefficient 
route segments. 

Took effect on 

the approval of 
the legislation. 

59-67-105 
(B) 

 Requires that school 
buses can only use safe 
and adequately 
maintained roadways.  

Statute: (second part)  ……....  aanndd  sshhaallll  rreeqquuiirree  

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ooppeerraatteedd  oonnllyy  oonn  aaddeeqquuaatteellyy  

mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  aanndd  ssaaffee  ppuubblliicc  aanndd  pprriivvaattee  

aacccceessssiibbllee  hhiigghhwwaayyss  aanndd  ssttrreeeettss.. 

 This requires that districts operate state-
funded school transportation service on 
adequately maintained and safe roadways, 
and requires that the SDE shall assure 

compliance. The SDE will make this 
assurance while reviewing bus operations 

through the district-submitted annual route 
plan or other alternative methods of route 
review; the SDE will advise and work with 
the district to assure compliance.   

 These 
amendments 
took effect on the 
approval of the 

legislation. 

59-67-108: 
a new 

statute with 

Requires drivers of all 
school buses 

transporting preK-12 

   



 
Section Objective Statute’s Language Impact Compliance 

Effective Date 

multiple 
subsections. 

grade students to be 
appropriately trained 
and certified.  

59-67-108 
(A)(1) 

Requires school bus 
drivers to be certified by 

the SDE regardless of 
the bus ownership or 
the trip purpose. 

OOnnllyy  aa  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  hhaass  bbeeeenn  cceerrttiiffiieedd  bbyy  tthhee  

SSttaattee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  mmaayy  ddrriivvee  aa  sscchhooooll  

bbuuss,,  aass  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--1100,,  wwhheenn  

ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  pprreepprriimmaarryy,,  pprriimmaarryy,,  oorr  

sseeccoonnddaarryy  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  oorr  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll  

  
SECTION 59-67-10 reads: When used in this 
article, "school bus" shall be construed to 

mean every motor vehicle owned by a public 

or governmental agency and operated for the 
transportation of children to or from school or 
privately owned and operated for 
compensation for the transportation of 
children to or from school... 

To best understand this requirement, the 
language in Section 59-67-10 is provided 

at the left, and special notice is made of the 
use of the word “or” in the last line of this 
subsection. The use of the words “students 
to or from school” means that this 
requirement refers to the operation of a 
school bus to transport a student to a school 

or from a school. All school transportation 

trips, regardless of purpose, are considered 
to begin at or end at a school facility. 
Therefore, all drivers transporting public 
school students on a state or district owned 
or leased school bus must be certified. Note 
that this definition refers to a school bus as 
a motor vehicle and not to the purpose the 

vehicle may or may not be used. Also note 
again in this section the reference to the “to 
or from school.”  Another way of stating this 
would be “to and from school and school-

related activities” as stated in Section 56-5-
195. 

Took effect on 
the approval of 

the legislation. 

59-67-108 
(A)(2) 

In compliance with 
Section 59-67-108 
(A)(1) this subsection 
creates a School Bus 
Driver’s Certificate-A for 
school bus drivers 

transporting public 
school students 
operating any state, 
district, or private 

contractor school bus 
that is school bus yellow 

and has the required 
signs and traffic control 
systems to control 
traffic on the highway. 

WWhheenn  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ppuubblliicc  sscchhooooll  ssttuuddeennttss,,  aa  

ddrriivveerr  ooppeerraattiinngg  aa  bbuuss  oowwnneedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSttaattee,,  aa  

llooccaall  sscchhooooll  aaggeennccyy,,  oorr  bbyy  aa  pprriivvaattee  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr  

tthhaatt  iiss  iinn  ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  SSeeccttiioonn  5566--55--22777700  

aanndd  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  cchhrroommee  yyeellllooww  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--3300  mmuusstt  

ppoosssseessss  aa  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  DDrriivveerr’’ss  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee--AA,,  aass  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSttaattee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn..    

AA  ddrriivveerr  aawwaarrddeedd  aa  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  ddrriivveerr’’ss  

cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--447700  sshhaallll  

bbee  iissssuueedd  tthhee  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  DDrriivveerr’’ss  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee--

AA.. 

This section refers to any publicly owned or 
leased (typically state, district or district 
contracted private provider) school bus that 
is yellow (Section 59-67-30), has a “STOP” 
sign, the flashing amber and red light 
system, and a sign on the rear top panel 

and front header of the bus that reads 
“SCHOOL BUS” in black letters (Section 59-
67-30 (2) & (3)). The relevant parts of 
Section 56-5-2770 (A), (D) and (E), Section 

59-67-30 and Section 59-67-470 are 
presented in the appendix. All state-owned 

school buses will require a School Bus 
Driver’s Certificate-A driver. 

See reference in 
the memo above 
to the SDE-
created special 
committee to 
design the 

criteria for the 
new School Bus 
Driver’s 
Certificate 

program to 
include A, B, and 

C level 
certificates. Until 
the final approval 
date, all drivers 
of publicly 
operated school 
buses must have 



 
Section Objective Statute’s Language Impact Compliance 

Effective Date 

the existing SDE 
School Bus 
Driver’s 
Certificate. 

59-67-108 

(A)(3) 

Requires a School Bus 

Driver’s Certificate for 
drivers transporting 
public school students 
operating any state, 
district or private 
contractor school bus 

that is not school bus 

yellow, or does not have 
the required signs, or 
traffic control systems 
to control traffic on the 
highway. This section 
establishes the School 
Bus Driver’s Certificate-

B. 

WWhheenn  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ppuubblliicc  sscchhooooll  ssttuuddeennttss,,  aa  

ddrriivveerr  ooppeerraattiinngg  aa  bbuuss  oowwnneedd  bbyy  aa  llooccaall  sscchhooooll  

aaggeennccyy  oorr  bbyy  aa  pprriivvaattee  ccoonnttrraaccttoorr  tthhaatt  iiss  nnoott  iinn  

ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  eeiitthheerr  SSeeccttiioonn  5566--55--22777700  oorr  

tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  cchhrroommee  yyeellllooww  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--3300  mmuusstt  

ppoosssseessss  aa  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  DDrriivveerr’’ss  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee--BB,,  aass  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSttaattee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn..    

AA  ddrriivveerr  wwhhoo  ppoosssseesssseess  aa  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  DDrriivveerr’’ss  

CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee--BB  mmaayy  nnoott  uussee  ttrraaffffiicc  ccoonnttrrooll  

ddeevviicceess  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5566--55--22777700.. 

This section refers to any publicly owned or 

operated (typically state, district or district 
contracted private provider) school bus that 
is either not yellow, does not have a “STOP” 
sign, does not have the flashing amber and 
red light system, or does not have a sign on 
the rear top panel and front header of the 

bus that reads “SCHOOL BUS” in black 

letters. These school buses are not in 
compliance with Section 56-5-2770 (A), (D) 
and (E), and Section 59-67-30 as presented 
in the appendix. No state-owned school 
buses are included in this classification. 
These buses are usually owned by a school 
district and are used for activity trip 

purposes. The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration refers to this school 
bus as a Multi-Functional School Activity 
Bus. Drivers with a School Bus Driver’s 

Certificate-A will be authorized to drive this 
type school bus. 

As stated above, 

this certificate is 
scheduled to be 
available upon 
approval by the 
State Board of 
Education.  If 

regulation 

changes are 
required time for 
General assembly 
action will also be 
necessary. Until 
the final approval 
date, all drivers 

of publicly 
operated school 
buses must have 
the existing SDE 

School Bus 
Driver’s 

Certificate. 

59-67-108 
(B)  

This subsection refers to 
a third type of School 
Bus Driver’s Certificate 
that is required for 
drivers operating any 

school bus transporting 
10 or more students 
when the school bus is 
yellow and has all the 

traffic control devices 
and signs to control 

traffic. This section is 
similar to Section 59-
67-108(A)(2) but is not 
limited to drivers of 
vehicles owned or 
leased by public 
agencies.  This section 

AAnnyy  ppeerrssoonn  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  tteenn  oorr  mmoorree  

pprreepprriimmaarryy,,  pprriimmaarryy,,  oorr  sseeccoonnddaarryy  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  

oorr  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll,,  sscchhooooll--rreellaatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  oorr  

cchhiillddccaarree  iinn  aa  vveehhiiccllee  wwiitthh  eennaabblleedd  ttrraaffffiicc  

ccoonnttrrooll  ddeevviicceess  mmuusstt  rreecceeiivvee  ttrraaiinniinngg  aass  ttoo  tthhee  

pprrooppeerr  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  ttrraaffffiicc  ccoonnttrrooll  

ddeevviicceess..    TThhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

sshhaallll  eessttaabblliisshh  aann  aapppprroopprriiaattee  lleevveell  ooff  ddrriivveerr  

cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn.. 

TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  iiss  vveerryy  ssiimmiillaarr  ttoo  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--

6677--110088  ((AA))((22)),,  bbuutt  iiss  uunniiqquuee  iinn  tthhaatt  iitt  

ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  iinncclluuddeess  aallll  ddrriivveerrss  ttoo  tthhee  

cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  pprroocceessss  tthhaatt  ddrriivvee  aa  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  

tthhaatt  iiss  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  ttrraannssppoorrtt  1100  oorr  mmoorree  

ssttuuddeennttss,,  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  ddrriivveerrss  ooppeerraattiinngg  aa  

sscchhooooll  bbuuss  oowwnneedd  bbyy  aa  ppuubblliicc  oorr  pprriivvaattee  

sscchhooooll  oorr  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ppuubblliicc  oorr  pprriivvaattee  

sscchhooooll  ssttuuddeennttss..  TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  oonnllyy  aapppplliieess  ttoo  

sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  wwiitthh  ttrraaffffiicc  ccoonnttrrooll  ddeevviisseess  

((ee..gg..  oonneess  tthhaatt  mmeeeett  aallll  ccoolloorr,,  ssiiggnn,,  aanndd  

lliigghhtt  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ttoo  aallllooww  ccoonnttrrooll  ttrraaffffiicc))..  

DDrriivveerrss  wwiitthh  aa  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  DDrriivveerr’’ss  

CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee--AA  wwoouulldd  qquuaalliiffyy  ttoo  ooppeerraattee  tthheessee  

sscchhooooll  bbuusseess..  TThhee  ppaasssseennggeerr  ccaappaacciittyy  ooff  aa  

sscchhooooll  bbuuss  iiss  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  

mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr’’ss  ccaappaacciittyy  rraattiinngg  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  

vveehhiiccllee’’ss  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr’’ss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ppllaattee,,  

AAss  ssttaatteedd  aabboovvee,,  

tthhiiss  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  iiss  

sscchheedduulleedd  ttoo  bbee  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  uuppoonn  

aapppprroovvaall  ooff  tthhee  

rreegguullaattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  

SSttaattee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  

EEdduuccaattiioonn,,  aanndd  

tthhee  GGeenneerraall  

AAsssseemmbbllyy  iiff  

rreegguullaattiioonn  

cchhaannggee  iiss  

nneecceessssaarryy.. 



 
Section Objective Statute’s Language Impact Compliance 

Effective Date 

was included to add 
limited requirements on 
a school bus driver 
serving private school 
and/or childcare 
students. 

nnoott  oonn  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  bbeeiinngg  

ttrraannssppoorrtteedd.. 

59-67-270: 
new and 
amended 
subsections 

    

5599--6677--227700  

((AA))((11)) : 
new 
subsection  

RReeqquuiirreess  tthhaatt  aannnnuuaall  

iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ooff  ssttaattee  aanndd  

ddiissttrriicctt  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess..  

AAllll  ppuubblliiccllyy  oowwnneedd  oorr  lleeaasseedd  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess,,  

iinncclluuddiinngg  bbuusseess  oowwnneedd  oorr  lleeaasseedd  bbyy  aa  ppuubblliicc  

sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt,,  mmuusstt  bbee  iinnssppeecctteedd  aannnnuuaallllyy  iinn  

ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  

EEdduuccaattiioonn  aannnnuuaall  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  

pprrooggrraamm..    TThhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

sshhaallll  aassssiisstt  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  bbyy  pprroovviiddiinngg  

tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  cceerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  aa  lliimmiitteedd  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppeerrssoonnnneell  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  bbyy  aa  sscchhooooll  

ddiissttrriicctt  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn,,  pprroovviiddiinngg  

tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  mmaannuuaallss  aanndd  ffoorrmmss,,  aanndd  

ssuuppppllyyiinngg  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ssttiicckkeerrss  ffoorr  

tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess..    TThhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  

EEdduuccaattiioonn’’ss  aassssiissttaannccee  mmuusstt  bbee  ffrreeee  ooff  cchhaarrggee..  

This subsection requires that all school 

buses owned or leased by the state or 
school districts must be annually inspected 
in compliance with SDE requirements. The 
SDE will provide training and assistance to 
districts to assure that the inspection 
program can be complied with. To 

accomplish this, the SDE has set up a 
School Bus Inspection Program training and 
certification program; the program will 
require the inspector to be certified in 
Vehicle Inspection and Brake Certification, 
and an audit system for the use of Vehicle 

Certificates. 

The first two SDE School Bus Inspection 
Program training classes and certification 
testing, for both Inspection and Brakes, will 
be offered during the month of August. 
These classes will run concurrently, allowing 
trainees to select either Inspection or 
Brakes at each training session. The training 

dates are August 22-23 and August 29-30, 
and will be held at the SDE Career 
Development Center in Columbia.  

To allow for 

training, 
certification, and 
implementation, 
full compliance 
with this section 
by school 

districts is not 
considered 
possible until 
January 1, 2008. 
Compliance for 
state-owned 

school buses took 

effect with the 
adoption of the 
law. Information 
on the new 
School Bus 
Inspection 
Certification 

program is 
planned for 
release in August 
2007.    

5599--6677--227700  

((AA))((22))  
RReeqquuiirreess  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  

iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ooff  aallll  

pprriivvaatteellyy  oowwnneedd  sscchhooooll  

bbuusseess..  

AAllll  pprriivvaatteellyy  oowwnneedd  vveehhiicclleess  ddeessiiggnneedd  aanndd  uusseedd  

ttoo  ttrraannssppoorrtt  tteenn  oorr  mmoorree  pprreepprriimmaarryy,,  pprriimmaarryy,,  

oorr  sseeccoonnddaarryy  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  oorr  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll,,  

sscchhooooll--rreellaatteedd  aaccttiivviittiieess,,  oorr  cchhiillddccaarree  mmuusstt  bbee  

iinnssppeecctteedd  aannnnuuaallllyy..    IInnssppeeccttiioonnss  ffoorr  tthheessee  

pprriivvaatteellyy  oowwnneedd  vveehhiicclleess  mmuusstt  ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  

aapppplliiccaabbllee  ffeeddeerraall  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss..    AA  

ccooppyy  ooff  tthhee  vveehhiiccllee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  rreeppoorrtt  mmuusstt  bbee  

kkeepptt  oonn  tthheessee  vveehhiicclleess  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess..  

TThhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  

ooff  pprriivvaatteellyy  oowwnneedd  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess,,  aanndd  

rreeqquuiirreess  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  mmuusstt  ccoommppllyy  

wwiitthh  aapppplliiccaabbllee  ffeeddeerraall  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss..  

TThhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ooff  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  ggrreeaatteerr  tthhaann  

1155  ppaasssseennggeerrss  hhaass  ffoorr  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  bbeeeenn  aa  

rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt  bbyy  tthhee  ffeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  

hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ooff  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  

TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..    
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ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  ttrraannssppoorrtt  1155  ppaasssseennggeerrss  oorr  lleessss  

((uunnddeerr  ffeeddeerraall  ssttaattuutteess  tthheessee  aarree  nnoott  

ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  vveehhiicclleess))  iiss  aa  nneeww  rreeqquuiirreemmeenntt;;  

oowwnneerrss  sshhoouulldd  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  hhaavvee  tthheessee  

bbuusseess  iinnssppeecctteedd  bbyy  ffeeddeerraall  cceerrttiiffiieedd  

iinnssppeeccttoorrss..  

5599--6677--227700  

((AA))((33))  
  PPllaacceess  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  

ooff  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  oonn  tthhee  

oowwnneerr  ooff  tthhee  vveehhiiccllee..  

TThhee  oowwnneerr  oorr  lleesssseeee  ooff  aa  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  sshhaallll  bbee  

ssoolleellyy  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  aanndd  

aaccccoouunnttaabbiilliittyy  ooff  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  iinnssppeeccttiioonnss..  

OOwwnneerrss  ooff  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  aarree  vveesstteedd  

aaccccoouunnttaabbllee  ffoorr  ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  

sseeccttiioonn..  

TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

59-67-270 

(B): an 
amendment  

Identifies the State 

Transport Police as a 
possible inspector and 
establishes the failure to 
inspect as an Out-of-
Service requirement. 

AAllll  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  aarree  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  aatt  

aannyy  ttiimmee  oorr  ppllaaccee  bbyy  ooffffiicceerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSttaattee  

TTrraannssppoorrtt  PPoolliiccee  oorr  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  ffoorrcceess..    AA  sscchhooooll  

bbuuss  mmaayy  nnoott  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  ooppeerraattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ooff  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhheenn  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  

iinnssppeeccttiioonn  iiss  mmoorree  tthhaann  ttwweellvvee  mmoonntthhss  oolldd  oorr  

tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  iiss  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  uunnssaaffee  aafftteerr  aannyy  

iinnssppeeccttiioonn  uunnttiill  tthhee  uunnssaaffee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ddiisscclloosseedd  

bbyy  tthhee  iinnssppeeccttiioonn  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoorrrreecctteedd.. 

School buses will automatically be 

considered out-of-service (not usable) if the 
annual inspection is older than twelve 
months. 

This amendment 

took effect on the 
approval of the 
legislation for 
privately owned 
school buses, 
and, as stated 

above, should 
take effect no 
later than 
January 1, 2008, 
for district-owned 
and leased school 

buses. 

Compliance for 
state owned 
school buses took 
effect with the 
adoption of the 
law. 

59-67-300: 
new statute 

Establishes the existing 
centralized school bus 
parking policy of the 
SDE. 

SSttaattee--oowwnneedd  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  mmuusstt  bbee  ppaarrkkeedd  

oovveerrnniigghhtt  aanndd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  sscchhooooll  ddaayy  iinn  aa  

llooccaattiioonn  tthhaatt  iiss  cceennttrraall  ttoo  tthhee  aarreeaa  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  aarree  ooppeerraatteedd..    TThhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  

ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  sshhaallll  ggrraanntt  aa  wwaaiivveerr  ttoo  tthhee  

rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ooff  tthhiiss  sseeccttiioonn  iiff  aa  wwaaiivveerr  iiss  

rreeqquueesstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ddiissttrriicctt  ssuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt  iinn  

ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

ppoolliicciieess.. 

TThhee  ssttaattuuttee  aalllloowwss  aa  wwaaiivveerr  ttoo  bbee  ggrraanntteedd  iiff  

tthhee  rreeqquueesstt  iiss  iinn  ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  SSDDEE  ppoolliiccyy..    TThhiiss  ppoolliiccyy  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  pprroovviiddeedd  ttoo  ddiissttrriiccttss  aanndd  aappppeeaarrss  oonn  

tthhee  OOffffiiccee  ooff  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  WWeebb  ppaaggee.. 

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

59-67-415: 
relocated 
statute 

 Makes parents and 
guardians responsible 
for their children at the 

bus stop when the 
school bus is not 

PPaarreennttss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  

ssaaffeettyy,,  ccoonndduucctt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ttiimmeellyy  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthheeiirr  

cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo,,  ffrroomm,,  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  sscchhooooll  

bbuuss  ssttoopp  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  

ffoorr  ppiicckk  uupp  aanndd  ttrraannssppoorrtt  ttoo  sscchhooooll  aanndd  tthhee  

TThhiiss  llaaww  ppllaacceess  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  

ssttuuddeennttss  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ppaarreennttss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  

wwhhiillee  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  iiss  mmoovviinngg  bbeettwweeeenn  hhoommee  

aanndd  tthhee  bbuuss  ssttoopp  aanndd  wwhhiillee  aatt  tthhee  bbuuss  ssttoopp  

uunnttiill  tthhee  bbuuss  aarrrriivveess  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg  aanndd  

TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  
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present; this 
requirement previously 
existed as a legislative 
budget proviso.  

ttiimmeellyy  ddeeppaarrttuurree  ooff  tthhee  cchhiilldd  aafftteerr  tthhee  sscchhooooll  

bbuuss  lleeaavveess  tthhee  ddeessiiggnnaatteedd  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  ssttoopp  

aafftteerr  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ffrroomm  sscchhooooll..    

FFoorr  ppuurrppoosseess  ooff  tthhiiss  sseeccttiioonn,,  tthhee  pphhrraassee  

‘‘aarrrriivvaall  ooff  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss’’  iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  ttiimmee  

tthhaatt  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  aassssiiggnneedd  ttoo  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  

ssttoopp  aaccttiivvaatteess  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ppeeddeessttrriiaann  ssaaffeettyy  

ddeevviicceess,,  ssttooppss,,  aanndd  llooaaddss  oorr  uunnllooaaddss  ssttuuddeennttss  

uunnttiill  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  ddeeaaccttiivvaatteess  aallll  ppeeddeessttrriiaann  

ssaaffeettyy  ddeevviicceess..  

aafftteerr  tthhee  bbuuss  lleeaavveess  iinn  tthhee  aafftteerrnnoooonn..    

DDiissttrriiccttss  mmaayy  aallssoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhiiss  ssttaattuuttee  aass  aa  

bbaassiiss  ffoorr  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  ddiissttrriicctt  ppoolliiccyy  tthhaatt  

rreeqquuiirreess  ppaarreennttss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  

ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  bbee  pprreesseenntt  wwhheenn  tthhee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  

uunnllooaaddss  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  aatt  tthhee  bbuuss  ssttoopp..    

59-67-420: 

amended 

and new 
subsections 

    

59-67-420 
(A): 
amended 

 Improves the clarity of 
the law and changes the 
State’s funding 

obligation to transport 
eligible students that 
live more than 3/10 of a 
mile off the existing bus 
route. 

The State, acting through the State Board of 
Education, assumes no obligation to transport 
any student to or from school who lives within 

one and one-half miles of the school he 
attends, nor to provide transportation services 
extending within three-tenths of a mile 
walking distance of the residence of any 
student, nor to furnish transportation for any 
student who attends a school outside the 

school attendance zone in which the student 

resides when the same grade is taught in an 
appropriate school that is located within the 
school district in which the student resides.  
The State shall bear the cost of transporting 
students to regularly organized instructional 
classes in the school attendance area for 
which state-required school credit is given  

The State is not responsible for any additional 
transportation that is not authorized by state 
law or regulation. 

  TThhee  nneeww  33//1100  mmiillee  ddiissttaannccee  iiss  cchhaannggeedd  

ffrroomm  tthhee  oolldd  ½½  mmiillee  rruullee..    TThhee  cchhaannggee  

rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoo  ffuunndd  aanndd  ddiissttrriiccttss  ttoo  

pprroovviiddee  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviicceess  ttoo  

eelliiggiibbllee  ssttuuddeennttss  tthhaatt  lliivvee  iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa  

bbeettwweeeenn  33//1100  aanndd  ½½  mmiillee..    TThhiiss  wwiillll  rreeqquuiirree  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  rroouuttee  sseeggmmeennttss  aanndd  ccoouulldd  rreeqquuiirree  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  bbuusseess..  TThhiiss  aaddddiittiioonnaall  sseerrvviiccee  iiss  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ffuunnddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssttaattee..    

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

59-67-420 

(B): 

amended 

 To update the definition 

of Hazardous 

Transportation services. 
Special note is made of 
amended language that 
limits the application of 
this section to the 
availability of state 
funding.  

The State may assume the obligation of 

transporting students living within one and 

one-half miles of their schools and within 
three-tenths of a mile walking distance of their 
residences when it is for the health and safety 
of the students where hazardous traffic 
conditions are involved, provided funds are 
appropriated annually by the General 
Assembly for this purpose.  In these cases, 

the local school district shall apply in writing to 

This subsection again refers to the change 

in the 3/10 mile distance in establishing the 

areas that students may be eligible for 
hazardous transportation. The subsection 
includes a new definition for hazardous 
services but leaves each district in charge of 
establishing the criteria for providing 
hazardous service. The last sentence of this 
subsection places the obligation for the 

delivery of hazardous service on whether 

 TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn.. 
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the State Department of Education for the 
State to assume the financial responsibility for 
this transportation provided funds are 
appropriated annually by the General 
Assembly for this purpose.  If funds are not 
appropriated by the General Assembly, then 

neither the State nor a local school district is 
required to assume this obligation.  Highway 
and railroad traffic hazardous criteria must be 
established by the school district governing 
body and must address the safety of the walk 

zone as it relates to the location of the school 
to the student’s residence, the traffic patterns, 

speeds and volume on roadways and railroads, 
the existence of sidewalks or other walk paths, 
the student’s age, available crossing control 
systems and personnel, and other factors 
considered pertinent.  The districts shall weigh 
the need for state hazardous transportation 
funds by giving priority to students who are 

least familiar with traffic movement and the 
complexity of the traffic hazards.  The 
Department of Education shall equitably 

allocate appropriated funds to the district for 
hazardous transportation services, provided 
funds are appropriated by the General 

Assembly for this purpose.  The department 
shall receive each district’s applications for 
transportation within a hazardous area and 
apply these against the district’s allocation 
until available funds are exhausted.  When 
available state funds are exhausted, the 
remaining costs are the responsibility of the 

respective district, if the local school district 
has elected to assume this obligation.  If funds 

are not appropriated by the General Assembly, 
then neither the State nor a local school 
district shall be required to assume this 
obligation. 

the state has appropriated funding for this 
purpose. Since there is no state funding for 
Hazardous Transportation for FY 2007-2008, 
school districts are not required to assume 
any obligation for hazardous service nor is 
the state obligated to provide funding.  This 

sentence also directs the SDE to only use 
funds appropriated for hazardous 
transportation to support this service; 
therefore the SDE will not identify $426,000 
of the districts’ school bus driver and fringe 

allocation for hazardous driver salaries.  
Instead, these funds will remain in the 

districts’ school bus driver salary and fringe 
allocation and be distributed to the districts 
as part of general bus driver salary and 
fringe state funding. The SDE will use 
internal operating funds previously assigned 
for hazardous transportation to cover the 
additional operating cost of serving eligible 

students that live in the area between 3/10 
and ½ mile which is also addressed in the 
previous section.  

59-67-420 
(C): 
amended 

 Updated the law to 
correctly refer to the 
half-day students. 

NNoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  

((AA)),,  tthhee  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  ttrraannssppoorrtt  aanndd  bbeeaarr  tthhee  

ccoosstt  ooff  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  tthhrreeee  aanndd  ffoouurr--yyeeaarr--oolldd  

ssttuuddeennttss  aatttteennddiinngg  ppuubblliicc  sscchhooooll  pprrooggrraammss  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  rreessiiddeenncceess  aatt  tthhee  ccoonncclluussiioonn  ooff  aa  mmoorrnniinngg  

  NNoo  iimmppaacctt..    TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn.. 
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cchhiilldd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  sseessssiioonn  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  

rreessiiddeenncceess  ttoo  aann  aafftteerrnnoooonn  cchhiilldd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

sseessssiioonn..    

59-67-420 
(D): new 

language  

 Establishes special 
school transportation 

service for eligible 
unescorted students. If 
an eligible 4 year old 
through 2nd grade 
student is classified by 
the school district as 

unescorted, school 

transportation service 
would be delivered as 
closely and safely as 
practicable to the 
student’s residence. If 
an eligible 3rd through 
5th grade student is 

classified by the school 
district as unescorted, 
school transportation 
service would be 

delivered within 2/10 
mile of their home. This 

service shall be 
considered state funded 
if an appropriation is 
made for this purpose. 

TThhee  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  pprroovviiddee  sscchhooooll  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  

sseerrvviiccee  aass  cclloosseellyy  aanndd  ssaaffeellyy  aass  pprraaccttiiccaabbllee,,  ttoo  

tthhee  rreessiiddeennccee  ooff  eeaacchh  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttuuddeenntt  wwhhoo  

iiss  eelliiggiibbllee  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ssttaattee--ffuunnddeedd  sscchhooooll  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  wwhhoo  iiss  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  aa  

ffuullll--ddaayy  ffoouurr--yyeeaarr--oolldd  cchhiilldd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

pprrooggrraamm  oorr  kkiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  

ggrraaddee,,  pprroovviiddeedd  ffuunnddss  aarree  aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  

aannnnuuaallllyy  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  tthhiiss  

ppuurrppoossee..  TThhee  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  pprroovviiddee  sscchhooooll  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviiccee  wwiitthhiinn  ttwwoo--tteenntthhss  ooff  aa  

mmiillee  ooff  eeaacchh  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttuuddeenntt’’ss  rreessiiddeennccee  

wwhhoo  iiss  eelliiggiibbllee  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ssttaattee--ffuunnddeedd  sscchhooooll  

ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd  wwhhoo  iiss  eennrroolllleedd  iinn  

tthhiirrdd  tthhrroouugghh  ffiifftthh  ggrraaddee  pprroovviiddeedd  ffuunnddss  aarree  

aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  aannnnuuaallllyy  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  

AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ppuurrppoossee..  TThhee  ssppeecciiaall  

pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttuuddeennttss  iinn  cchhiilldd  

ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  tthhrroouugghh  ffiifftthh  ggrraaddee  aarree  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo  

sseerrvviiccee  ddooccuummeenntteedd  iinn  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  rroouuttee  ppllaann..  

IIff  ffuunnddss  aarree  nnoott  aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  

AAsssseemmbbllyy,,  tthheenn  nneeiitthheerr  tthhee  SSttaattee  nnoorr  aa  llooccaall  

sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhiiss  

oobblliiggaattiioonn..  AAnnyy  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttoopp  mmaaddee  

ppuurrssuuaanntt  ttoo  tthhiiss  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  iiss  ddeeeemmeedd  iinn  

ccoommpplliiaannccee  wwiitthh  aannyy  aapppplliiccaabbllee  rreegguullaattiioonn  aass  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  

EEdduuccaattiioonn..    

  EEssttaabblliisshheess  eexxppaannddeedd  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  

sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  eelliiggiibbllee  ssttuuddeennttss  tthhaatt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  

eessccoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  bbuuss  ssttoopp  bbyy  aann  aadduulltt  oorr  

rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ppeerrssoonn..    

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn;;  

hhoowweevveerr,,  the 
next to last 
sentence in this 
subsection 
eliminates the 

obligation of the 

district or state 
to provide this 
service without 
state funding.  
Since there is no 
appropriation for 
FY 2007-2008, 

no service is 
required and no 
state funding is 
provided.   

59-67-420 
(E): new 
language  

Objection: Provides 
guidance for districts in 
establishing a definition 
of an unescorted 

student and developing 
the criteria and 

procedure for a parent 
to request this 
designation. 

AAnn  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttuuddeenntt  iiss  ddeeffiinneedd  aass  aa  ssttuuddeenntt  

wwhhoo  hhaass  nnoo  aadduulltt  oorr  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  oollddeerr  ppeerrssoonn  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  aaccccoommppaannyy  hhiimm  ttoo  oorr  ffrroomm  tthhee  

sscchhooooll  bbuuss  ssttoopp  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  pprroovviiddiinngg  

pprrootteeccttiioonn  aanndd  gguuiiddaannccee..    PPaarreennttss  oorr  gguuaarrddiiaannss  

mmaayy  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  uunnaavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  eessccoorrtt  iiff  

tthheeyy  mmaakkee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ttoo,,  mmeeeett  tthhee  uunneessccoorrtteedd  

ccrriitteerriiaa  eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy,,  aanndd  aarree  ggrraanntteedd  

aapppprroovvaall  bbyy  tthhee  sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  ggoovveerrnniinngg  bbooddyy..  

TThhee  ccrriitteerriiaa  mmaayy  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  

gguuaarrddiiaannss  wwhhoo  aarree  nnoonnaammbbuullaattoorryy,,  wwhhoo  aarree  

ccaarreettaakkeerrss  ffoorr  aa  ppeerrssoonn  rreeqquuiirriinngg  tthheeiirr  

uunnddiivviiddeedd  aatttteennttiioonn,,  oorr  ffoorr  ootthheerr  ssiimmiillaarr  

  PPrroovviiddeess  ddiissttrriiccttss  wwiitthh  aa  lliimmiitteedd  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  

aann  uunneessccoorrtteedd  ssttuuddeenntt..  TThhee  ssttaattuuttee  ssuuggggeessttss  

tthhaatt  eeaacchh  ddiissttrriicctt  eessttaabblliisshh  aa  ccrriitteerriioonn..    

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn;;  

hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhiiss  

ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  iiss  nnoott  

aapppplliiccaabbllee  

wwiitthhoouutt  ddiirreecctteedd  

ssttaattee  ffuunnddiinngg;;  nnoo  

ssttaattee  ffuunnddiinngg  iiss  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  FFYY  

22000077--22000088..  
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cciirrccuummssttaanncceess..  TThhee  eexxtteenntt  aanndd  lleevveell  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  

ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  bbee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aanndd  

iimmpplleemmeenntteedd  bbyy  eeaacchh  iinnddiivviidduuaall  sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  

ttoo  aassssuurree  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmoosstt  eeffffiicciieenntt,,  ssaaffee,,  aanndd  

ttiimmeellyy  sseerrvviiccee  ppoossssiibbllee  iiss  pprroovviiddeedd..  TToo  iinnssuurree  

eeqquuiittaabbllee  ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffuunnddss,,  tthhee  

SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  mmuusstt  aapppprroovvee  

tthhee  sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  ccrriitteerriiaa  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ddiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  ffuunnddss  aass  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  tthhiiss  

ssuubbsseeccttiioonn..    

59-67-420 

(F): new 

language  

Requires that the state 

provide adequate state-

owned school buses to 
accommodate the 
expanded transportation 
needs of districts to 
address changes in 
Section 59-67-420. 

TThhee  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  pprroovviiddee  ttoo  tthhee  llooccaall  sscchhooooll  

ddiissttrriicctt  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  

aaccccoommmmooddaattee  aallll  ssttuuddeennttss  iiddeennttiiffiieedd  aass  eelliiggiibbllee  

ffoorr  ttrraannssppoorrtt  wwiitthh  ssttaattee  ffuunnddss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  

pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--442200..    

  TThhee  ssttaattee  aanndd  SSDDEE  wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  ddiissttrriiccttss  

aaddddiittiioonnaall  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  aass  jjuussttiiffiieedd  ffoorr  tthhee  

cchhaannggeess  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  5599--6677--442200..    FFoorr  FFYY  

22000077--22000088  tthhiiss  cchhaannggee  iiss  lliimmiitteedd  ttoo  tthhee  

iinnccrreeaasseedd  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviiccee  aassssoocciiaatteedd  

wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeww  33//1100  mmiillee  rruullee..  

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

59-67-580 
(A): a new 
section  

 Establishes the state’s 
fifteen-year school bus 
replacement policy. 

WWiitthh  ffuunnddss  aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  

AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  ppuurrcchhaasseess,,  tthhee  SSttaattee  

BBooaarrdd  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn  sshhaallll  iimmpplleemmeenntt  aa  sscchhooooll  

bbuuss  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  ccyyccllee  ttoo  rreeppllaaccee  

aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  oonnee--ffiifftteeeenntthh  ooff  tthhee  fflleeeett  eeaacchh  

yyeeaarr  wwiitthh  nneeww  sscchhooooll  bbuusseess,,  rreessuullttiinngg  iinn  aa  

ccoommpplleettee  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  fflleeeett  eevveerryy  ffiifftteeeenn  

yyeeaarrss..    TThheessee  ffuunnddss  mmuusstt  nnoott  bbee  uusseedd  ffoorr  

sscchhooooll  bbuuss  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  oorr  ffuueell..    

 This requires that the state replace 
approximately 380 school buses each fiscal 
year. To accomplish this purchase, each 
year’s appropriation bill will need to contain 
an appropriation of approximately $30 

million; the FY 2007-2008 appropriation bill 

includes $10.6 in recurring state funds and 
$30.5 million in non-recurring state funds 
for school bus purchase.  This $41.1 million 
will purchase about 510 new school buses.  

 TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

FFuunnddiinngg  iiss  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  

ccoommppllyy  ffoorr  ffiissccaall  

yyeeaarr  22000077--22000088.. 

59-67-580 
(B): a new 

section  

 Provides state grant 
funds to districts to 

transport students 
attending innovative 
public school 
instructional programs.  

WWiitthh  ffuunnddss  aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  

AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ggrraanntt  pprrooggrraammss,,  

tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  sshhaallll  eessttaabblliisshh  aa  ggrraanntt  

pprrooggrraamm  ttoo  ffuunndd  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ooff  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  

aalltteerrnnaattee  ppuubblliicc  sscchhoooollss  iinncclluuddiinngg,,  bbuutt  nnoott  

lliimmiitteedd  ttoo,,  vvooccaattiioonnaall  sseeccoonndd  aanndd  tthhiirrdd  cchhooiiccee  

sscchhoooollss,,  mmaaggnneett  sscchhoooollss,,  mmoonntteessssoorrii  sscchhoooollss,,  

iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  bbaaccccaallaauurreeaattee  sscchhoooollss,,  aanndd  

EEnngglliisshh  aass  aa  sseeccoonndd  llaanngguuaaggee  sscchhoooollss..    TThhoossee  

ddiissttrriiccttss  hhaavviinngg  aalltteerrnnaattee  ppuubblliicc  sscchhoooollss  mmaayy  

aappppllyy  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ffoorr  ggrraanntt  ffuunnddss  ttoo  ppaayy  

ffoorr  tthhee  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ccoosstt  ooff  ttrraannssppoorrttiinngg  ssttuuddeennttss  

ttoo  tthheessee  sscchhoooollss..    IIff  ffuunnddss  aarree  nnoott  

aapppprroopprriiaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy  ffoorr  tthhiiss  

ppuurrppoossee,,  tthheenn  nneeiitthheerr  tthhee  SSttaattee  nnoorr  aa  llooccaall  

sscchhooooll  ddiissttrriicctt  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhiiss  

  TThhee  SSDDEE  hhaass  bbeeeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssiinnccee  tthhee  

eessttaabblliisshhmmeenntt  ooff  ssttaattee  ffuunnddiinngg  ffoorr  EEAAAA  

pprrooggrraamm  aaccttiivviittiieess  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhiiss  ggrraanntt  

pprrooggrraamm  ffoorr  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  sseerrvviicceess  ttoo  

ssuuppppoorrtt  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  pprrooggrraammss..  NNoo  ffuunnddiinngg  

wwaass  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  tthhee  FFYY  22000077--22000088  

aapppprroopprriiaattiioonn  bbiillll  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ppuurrppoossee..  

TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn;;  

nnoo  ffuunnddiinngg.. 
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oobblliiggaattiioonn..    

59-67-585: 
a new 
section  

To promote the use of 
biodiesel fuel in school 
transportation service. 

TThhee  SSttaattee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEdduuccaattiioonn,,  wwhheenn  

ffeeaassiibbllee,,  sshhaallll  uuttiilliizzee  bbiiooddiieesseell  ffuueell  aass  aann  

eenneerrggyy  ssoouurrccee  ttoo  ppoowweerr  tthhee  ssttaattee  sscchhooooll  bbuuss  

fflleeeett..  

UUssiinngg  ffuunnddss  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  aann  EEPPAA  FFYY  22000055  

EEPPAA  CClleeaann  SScchhooooll  BBuuss  UUSSAA  ggrraanntt,,  tthhee  SSDDEE  

hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  ssttaarrtteedd  tthhee  ttrraannssiittiioonn  ooff  aallll  ssttaattee  

sscchhooooll  bbuusseess  ttoo  bbiiooddiieesseell..    TThhiiss  yyeeaarr  tthhee  

ssttaattee  aallssoo  aaddoopptteedd  aannootthheerr  ssttaattuuttee  tthhaatt  

rreeqquuiirreess  aallll  ssttaattee  ffuueelliinngg  ssyysstteemmss  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  

ttoo  bbiiooddiieesseell  bbyy  JJaannuuaarryy  11,,  22000088..  TThhiiss  nneeww  

ssttaattuuttee  iiss  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  tthhee  aappppeennddiixx..    

  TTooookk  eeffffeecctt  oonn  

tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  

tthhee  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  

 

 

  

AAppppeennddiixx::  
SECTION 56-5-2770.  (A)  The driver of a vehicle meeting or overtaking from either direction a school bus 

stopped on a highway or private road must stop before reaching the bus where there are in operation on the bus 
flashing red lights specified in State Department of Education Regulations and Specifications Pertaining to School 
Buses, and the driver must not proceed until the bus resumes motion or the flashing red lights are no longer 

actuated.  
(D)  A school bus must be equipped with red and amber visual signals meeting the requirements of State 

Department of Education Regulations and Specifications Pertaining to School Buses, which must be actuated by 
the driver whenever the bus is stopped or preparing to stop on the highway for the purpose of receiving or 
discharging school children. A driver must not actuate the special visual signals when the bus is in designated 

school bus loading or off-loading areas if the bus is off the roadway entirely.  
(E)  A school bus must bear upon its front and rear plainly visible signs containing the words 'SCHOOL BUS' in 

black letters not less than eight inches in height.  
 
SECTION 59-67-30. Every State-owned school bus while being used in the transportation of school pupils shall 

be substantially painted with high visibility yellow paint, conforming and similar to National School Bus Chrome 
Yellow, and shall display the following markings: 

(2) Back - The words "SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than eight inches high located between the warning signal 
lamps. 
(3) Front - The words "SCHOOL BUS" in letters not less than eight inches high located between the warning 

signal lamps. 
The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to adopt and to enforce whatever additional regulations 

regarding the painting and marking of school buses which they may deem necessary and proper. 
 
SECTION 59-67-470.  The school bus drivers, whether students or adults, shall be selected and employed by the 

respective boards of trustees of the school districts, subject to the approval of the respective county boards of 



 

education.  No person under sixteen years of age shall be eligible for consideration as a bus driver. Before being 
employed, all prospective drivers shall be examined by the State Board of Education to determine their 

competency.  The State Board of Education shall provide a rigid school bus driver training course and issue 
special "school bus driver's certificates" to successful candidates.  No person shall be authorized to drive a school 

bus in this State transporting children, whether the bus be owned by the State, by a local school agency, or by a 
private contractor, who has not been so certified by the State Board of Education.  All school bus driver 
certificates shall be renewed every three years.  Drivers who have certificates issued prior to September 1962, 

must enroll and satisfactorily complete bus driver training courses prior to September 1965, and each three 
years thereafter.  Local school superintendents shall supervise the conduct of pupils being transported and of 

school bus drivers.  When any person is relieved of his duties as a bus driver, for just cause, the local school 
superintendent shall require the driver to turn in his school bus driver certificate which shall be forwarded to the 
State Board of Education.  A certificate may be reissued to such a driver at a later date upon approval of the 

local superintendent and the State Board of Education.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to private 
schools. 

 
Section 12-63-30 A. state-owned diesel fueling facility shall provide fuel containing at least five percent 
biodiesel fuel in all diesel pumps. B. All state-owned diesel fueling facilities must be in compliance with 

Section 12-63-30 by January 1, 2008.  
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